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- ~ 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 


SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 


DATE: February 25, 2011 
CSCNO. 10438 


OFFICE CORRESPOND 


ATTORNEY/CLIENT PRIVILEGE 
“2? 2 TTORNEY/ TENT WORK PRODUCT 


< — uc 
FROM: PIRJO RANASINGHB, ATTORNEY TO: KEVINE. HEBERT, CAPTAIN 
ADVOCACY UNIT PERSONNEL ADMINISTRATION 


ATTN: Alice Martinez 
SUBJECT: DESMOND CARTER, DEPUTY SHERIFF, EMPLOYEE NO. Й 


On September 3, 2010, Deputy Carter was served his Letter of Discharge notifying him that 
he was discharged from his probationary position of Deputy Sheriff, Item No. 2708A, 
effective at the close of business Friday, September 3, 2010. 


On September 27, 2010, Deputy Carter appealed his discharge from his probationary position 
of Deputy Sheriff to the Civil Service Commission. On December 8, 2010, the Commission 
cenied his request for a hearing, but afforded him the opportunity to submit an amended 
petition. 


On February 16, 2011, the Commission denied the amended petition for а hearing. 
Therefore, the matter is now moct. 


Pleasemake any necessary changes in your records to reflect the attached denial letter. Ifyou 
have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me at 


PR:ddt 
Attachment 


сс: Doreen Garcia, Рау and Leave Management 
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CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 


COMMISSIONERS: EVELYN V. MARTINEZ + VANGE FELTON » CAROL FOX + HYNN ADKINS =Z. GREG KAHWAJIAN 
LAWRENCE О. CROCKER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR + SANDY STIVERS, DEPU ГУ CUTIVE DIRECTOR. 
' 


February 18, 2011 
RECEIVED 
FEB 2 3 2011 
ADVOCACYUNIT 


NOTICE OF CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION DECISION 


Meeting of February 16. 2011 


ITEM NO. 28: 


Amended petition of DESMOND CARTER for a hearing on his discharge 
during probationary period, effective September 3, 2010, Fom the position oF 
Deputy Sheriff, Sheriffs Department, based on his claim of a Civil Service Rule 
25 violation, Case No. 10-438. 


COMMISSION DECISION: 
DENIED. 
Anyone desiring to seek review of this decision by the Superior Court may do so under 


Section 1085 ог 1084.6 of the Code of Civil Procedure, as appropriate. An action under 
Section 1094.6 can only be commenced within 90 days of the decision. 


Lune E Cacka 


Lawrence D. Crocker 
Executive Director 


с Desmond Carter 
Mitcheli S. Kander 
Pijo L. Ranasinghe 
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 


SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 


^A Tradition of Service" 
DATE June 20, 2011 


OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE FILE NO. IAB IV 2272744 
FROM: RANDAL Z< CAPTAIN TO: DENNIS H. BURNS, CHIEF 
PITCHESS DETENTION CENTER CUSTODY OPERATIONS DIVISION 


SOUTH FACILITY 


SUBJECT: REQUEST TO INACTIVATE ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATION 


The purpose of this correspondence is to request that Case # IV 2272744 be 
inactivated. 


On August 20, 2010, Subject Desmond Carter, employee #0 was 
involved in an off-duty shooting incident and was ultimately listed as a 
suspect in an Assault With A Deadly Weapon - Firearm, 245(a)(2) P.C. 
investigation under Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department Supplemental 
Report # 910-00043-2003-441. 


On September 3, 2010, Subject Carter was served a Letter of Discharge 
notifying him that he was discharged from his probationary position of Deputy 
Sheriff, effective at the close of business September 3, 2010. On September 
27, 2010, he appealed his discharge to the Civil Service Commission, and 
on December 8, 2010, the Commission denied his request and afforded him 
the opportunity to submit an amended petition. On February 16, 2011, the 
Commission denied a hearing for the amended petition. 


On November 2, 2010, Internal Criminal Investigations Bureau Sergeant 
William Cassidy, employee MEME submitted the case for filing to 
Assistant Head Deputy District Attorney John Moulin of the Justice System 
Integrity Division. On March 17, 2011, Justice System Integrity Division 
Deputy District Attorney Jason Lustig completed his review of the case, and 
declined to initiate criminal proceedings against Subject Carter. 


1 have reviewed the facts of this incident, and with the concurrence of 
Angelica Arias of the Office of Independent Review, have determined this 
case should be inactivated. | am satisfied that this matter has been handled 
appropriately. 


Should you or your staff have any questions concerning this matter, please 
contact me at (661) 295-8022. 
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES-SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT-SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 


DATE: 08-21-10 FILE: 910-13715-0623-057 
C: Assault with a deadly weapon, 245(c) PC / F / 057 ACTION: Active, Additional 
Information, 


Interview of victim, 
location anc 
interview of suspect 


V: Carter, Desmond I | 


S: Теетап, Ronald MW/01-30-61 


NARRATIVE 


I was called by Sgt. Anderson MM at about 0310 hours оп 08-21-10 and asked to respond to Santa 
Clarita Station to investigate an assault with a deadly weapon on a peace officer which also involved a deputy 


involved shooting. 


1 arrived at Santa Clarita Station at about 0325 hours and was asked by Sgt. Stanley QE to 
respond to the crime scene, located at 25323 Chiquella Lane in Stevenson Ranch. Sgt. Stanley advised me a 
second detective would be needed based on his evaluation of the situation and asked me to locate an additional 
detective to assist me in the investigation. I contacted Det. Dorman who responded to Santa Clarita 
Station at about 0350 hours. 


Upon my arrival at the crime scene I found the field deputies finishing their investigation and breaking 
down the crime scene. [ was given a synopsis of the events that took place by Lt. Stillwell (230321). 


I contacted Dep. Boden |) of Palmdale Station Gang Enforcement Team (GET) who was at the 
scene with several members of his team. He advised me, prior to my arrival, he contacted resources his team 
had in the US Marshall's office to obtain a federal court order to locate the suspect via his cellular phone. He 
told me his team would coordinate with the US Marshall’s office and be my liaison to them. Dep. Boden told 
me, utilizing Department resources, he and his team located гп old friend of the suspect's E 3 
They contacted lll who told them he saw the suspect at Los Toros bar in Chatsworth at about 2100 hours. 
Prior to seeing him in the bar had not seen the suspect for about 2 years. ШИ: 2:2 he went up to the 
suspect to talk to him and the suspect was “hammered” (indicating he was extremely intoxicated). HB old 
Dep. Boden the suspect was belligerent towards him so he ended the conversation and the suspect left the bar. 


ASSIGNED: SCT/DB 806B7 


SECRETARY: 


DATE: TIME: 
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| provided Dep. Boden with directions to the suspect o house in Santa Clarita, he believed she 
would know the suspect’s whereabouts better than anyone else. Dep. Boden followed the directions and 
located the suspect’s house. He spoke with ИИ < identified herself as Ronald Teeman’s 
| M told him she had not seen her И a couple weeks. She provided Dep. Boden with her 

ellular phone number im. See supplemental report by Dep. Boden under this file 
number for a more detailed account of his actions and findings. 


Iresponded to Santa Clarita Station where Det. Dorman and I met with Lt. Ault EE of Internal 
Affairs Bureau (IAB). She advised us the victim was not willing to discuss the facts of the case with us. She 
said he would answer limited public safety questions only. She advised us of the questions we could ask the 
victim. We told her we would like to show the victim a photographic line up including the perceived suspect 
to obtain a positive identification of the suspect. She advised us we could show him the line up. 


Prior to speaking to the victim we reviewed video footage of the incident. 


Det. Dorman and I contacted the victim in the Watch Commaader’s office at Santa Clarita Station. 
During the interview the victim was seated in the Watch Commander’s chair and we were seated in the chairs 
along the east wall. All the doors to the office were closed. The interview was audio recorded with the 
victim’s knowledge. A copy of the interview will remain in the investigators file, the following in a synopsis 
of the interview. 


asked the victim in what direction did he fire his rounds. He told me he fired them east towards the 
tire store. I asked him if he knows of anyone who was injured and what their location might be. He told me he 
does not know if anyone was injured. | asked him if there were any outstanding suspects. He told me there 
was one, the driver of the other vehicle. 1 asked him to describe the suspect. He said he was a male white in 
his 30's or 40's, 5' 09" to 6' 00", 180 Ibs to 190 lbs, with straight hair, sprinkled with grey. He did not 
remember the suspect having facial hair. The suspect was wearing a white pinstripe long sleeve button-down 
shirt and dark jeans. I asked him what the suspect’s direction of travel was. He said the suspect made a left 
turn onto Chiquella Lane from the McDonald’s parking lot and drove out of sight. I asked him how long the 
suspect has been gone. He estimated the suspect had been gone about 6 hours and 50 minutes. I asked him 
what crime(s) the suspect was wanted for. He said the suspect was wanted for being under the influence of a 
controlled substance (drugs or medication). I specifically asked him if alcohol could be something he was 
under the influence of. He said he didn’t smell any so he couldn’t say, he noted based on the suspect’s train of 
thought he didn’t seem to be normal. He went on to say the suspect was also wanted for hit and run and assault 
with a deadly weapon on him (a peace officer) with a vehicle. I asked the victim what weapons the suspect was 
armed with. He said the only weapon he knew of was the vehicle used. I asked the victim if there is any 
evidence that needed to be protected and where it was located. He said the only evidence he knew of were the 
spent rounds and as far as he knew they were in the trunk of the suspect’s car. 


Page 2 


Report Continued Page3 
File # 910-13715-0623-057 


I conducted a follow up question to the suspect description by asking the victim to look at a 
photographic line up. The victim agreed to look at the line up. Priorto showing him the line up I had him read 
the photographic line up admonition and initial that he read and understood the admonition. The victim 
initialed the admonition and looked at the photographic line up (the presumed suspect was in the 4" position). 
He said he ruled out numbers 1,2,3,5 & 6 immediately. He said he was 80% sure number 4 was the suspect, 
indicating the suspect had more grey hair and was thinner. I inadvertently asked the victim to initia] that he 
couldn’t make an identification. I realized he did identify the suspect and told him I placed and “X” over his 
initials and initialed my “X”. I then asked him to initial that he has identified the person in the 4" position as 
the suspect in the crime. The victim signed the admonition form. (A copy of the admonition and line up will 
be attached to this report and the original will remain in the investiga:ors file). This concluded our interview 
with the victim. 


Based on the fact the suspect was outstanding, might have been shot and was possibly in need of 
medical attention Det. Dorman and I focused our immediate efforts to looking for the suspect. Through 
Departmental resources we located several family members, associates and previous addresses of the suspect. 
We asked Dep. Boden and his team to check the area of the addresses we located for the suspect's vehicle. АЛ 


their efforts met with negative results. Several door knocks by patrol deputies at the suspect’s residence 
ee ee met with negative results. Dep. Boden and his team stood 


watch at the suspect’s home in case he came home. 


Det. Dorman and I began to prioritize the list of addresses and contacts to begin making contact with 
them to see if they have heard from or know the whereabouts of the suspect. We drove . n 
Hint Saugus. We contacted | W/A). She told us she is lof Ronald 


Teeman. She has not seen or heard from him in years but she knows his SEEE talks to hima 
lot. 


We drove to Saugus and contacted | 87 . She said she knows 


Ronald Teeman but hasn't spoke to him in years. She told us he has a relative named who lives 
in an apartment complex near McBean Parkway and Axroyo Park in Valencia, who might know more about 
where Ronalé is. 


We trove o i occ И о 


told us she is related to Ronald Teeman but doesn't associate with him because he drinks too much. She told 
us ОИ his “drinking buddy” and would best know where he was. She also said she believed IE 
would lie to protect Ronald. 


Det. Dorman and | decided to go to WS: to further question her about any knowledge 
she might have as to the whereabouts of Ronald Teeman. Prior to arriving I received a phone call from Sgt. 
Rivera RE ftom Operation Safe Streets (OSS) Gang Surveillance Unit (GSU). He toid me they received 
information the suspect made or received a phone call which came off the cellular tower located at McBean 
Parkway and the 5 freeway at 0130 hours on 08-21-10. This tower is located extremely close to} 

ШЕШ... We did not know the range of the tower. 
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жш we were -— to | EE I received а am call from Det. McPheeters 


т stating |was on the phone with Sgt. Peacock Det. McPheeters told me 
was indicating she believed Ronald was at his residence but would not elaborate as to why she believed this. 


Det. Dorman and I responded to the suspect's residence along with Det. McPheeters, Deputy Coe 
ш and Sgt. Wright am Prior to going to the suspect's door I contacted the leasing office for the 
apartment building and obtained а key to the suspects door in case we determined he was inside, incapacitated 
and in need of medical attention. 


We approached the suspect's door at about 1000 hours and I knocked on the door. The suspect 
answered the door, saw us and said, “I was going to come see you, I guess he really was a сор”. We detained 
the suspect and conducted a safety sweep of his residence. Once the residence was secure Det. McPheeters and 
1 spoke to him alone in his living room. He told us he was in a car accident and someone shot at him at last 
night at the McDonald's on Lyons. 


Ronald told us he has been home for hours. We asked him if he ever heard anyone knocking on his 
door. He said he Fadn't but he was a deep sleeper. He said he had just woken up and was going to look for his 
car and then come to the station regarding the incident at McDonald's. We told him we too wanted to find his 
car and to talk to him about the incident at McDonald's. We asked him if he would like us to drive him around 
to look for his car and then drive him to the station to talk to him. He said he would be happy to come with us. 


Det. Dorman and I drove Ronald around for about 90 minutes looking for his car but were unable to 
find it. We told him we would have other deputies continue to look for his car and asked if it would be alright 
for us to go to the station to begin talking about the incident. He said that would be fine. 


We drove to Santa Clarita Station and walked with Ronald to interview room number 26 at about 1156 
hours where Det. McPheeters and I spoke to him. I advised Ronald I was going to tape record our conversation 
and he agreed. | told him the door to the interview room was open and he was not under arrest. I told him he 
was free to leave whenever he wanted to. Ronald was the person seated closest to the door. His residence is 
located about trom Santa Clarita Station. 


The following is a synopsis of my interview with Ronald Teeman, a copy of the recording of the entire 
interview will be maintained in the investigators file. 


Ronald told us he was coming home and stopped at McDonald’s to get some food. While in the 
parking lot he hit another vehicle. He described the accident as а fender bender. He said he made contact with 
the other party and began exchanging information. He gave the other party his insurance card, which was all he 
thought he had to provide because it contained his name, insurance policy information and vehicle information. 
He said that the other party (referred to here on out as victim) told him he was a “cop” and showed him a gun. 
He said he was never shown a badge. The victim accused him of drinking and told him he was going to call 
the cops. The victim never appeared to make and effort to call anyone. Ronald said he previously had been 
robbed at gunpoint (which was reported to LAPD) and was scared because he never was presented with a 
badge. He told me he has family in Law Enforcement and was under the impression one should be shown a 
badge with a gun when a police officer confronts you. Ronald said he figued the victim had his insurance 
information and was scared so he got into his car and left. He said the victim tried to pull him out of his car but 
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he was able to close and secure the door with the window up and drive away. As he was driving away he heard 
loud sounds resembling gun fire but couldn't believe someone would shoot at him over a fender bender. His 
tires went flat at which point he thought he may have been shot at so he parked his car, found the paseo system 
and ran home. 


Ronald said, once home, he drank some wine to calm his nerves and went to sleep. He was hoping to 
wake up in the morning and find out this all never happened. After several questions regarding why he left, he 
conceded an additional reason was that he had drank one beer at Los Toros bar at about 2100 hours. He said he 
didn't know if his blood alcohol level would exceed the legal limit or not. He told us that was not the only 
factor to him leaving but it was one factor. 


Ronald told us the victim never tried to grab the keys to his cer or the gear shifter. The victim only 
grabbed him. He also told us he was unaware if the victim was in his саг when the accident occurred. The 
victim did not remember passing a DUI checkpoint as he left the area. 


We asked Ronald about the beer he had at Los Toros. He told us he was meeti: IUE the 
restaurant/bar. He arrived at 2100 hours and had beer while he waited ог When| rrived he found tbe 
wait too long so he left at about 2120 hours. He did not make a reservation because he knows Fats there 
every Friday and Saturday and figured ffelready had a reservation. He did not have a receipt for the drink. 


Ronald told us his Sq pee emailed him telling him we were looking for him and that was why he 
was going to come to the station to see из. We asked him if he called or was called by anyone last night. Не 
said neither occurred. We told him we know his cellular phone made or received at call around 0130 hours this 
morning. He said he may have gotten a call from his when he was asleep and didn’t know it because that 
was about the time she sent her email. 


This concluded our interview with Ronald. We offered to drive him home but he asked to walk. He 
had previously allowed us to take his car keys with us from his residence incase we found the car. He agreed to 
let us keep the car keys and we gave him all the other keys prior to him leaving. 


I asked Dep. Coe to begin a grid search for Ronald’s car. I was notified at about 1600 hours that the car 
was located near the intersection of 16" street and Newhall avenue in Newhall. The vehicle was impounded as 
evidence. See supplemental report by Det. McPheeters for further information regarding the recovery of the 
vehicle. 


I notified Sgt. Roberts =) of IAB of my locating, interviewing and releasing Ronald Teeman. 
Det. Dorman contacted Los Того? bar and found they only have video surveillance of the parking lot. 


Det. McPheeters will attempt to obtain a copy ofthe footage at a later date as it was not available at the time of 
this report. 
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT - SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT 


DATE: OCTOBER 6, 2010 FILE NO.: 910-00043-2003-441 


C: ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY WEAPON - ACTION: ACTIVE / ADDITIONAL 
FIREARM - 245(a)(2) P.C. INFORMATION 


D: AUGUST 20, 2010, 2230 HOURS 


L: 25323 CHIQUELLA LANE 
STEVENSON RANCH ,CALIFORNIA 91381 


S: CARTER, DESMOND МВ/34 
DEPUTY SHERIFF 
SOUTH FACILITY 
CUSTODY OPERATIONS DIVISION 


JES OI HI ERI III EIS IIE ITO IIIS III RIT II TI IIIT 


EVIDENCE HELD Book 3 / Page 47 
item #1 Pistol, Beretta 92FS, semi-automatic, 9mm, Serial # ВЕ RN 


loaded with one magazine containing 11 9mm cartridges. 


1 was assigned this case on August 23, 2010. The case involved an incident on 08-20-10 at 
approximately 2230 hours. Deputy Desmond Carter, who was off duty, was on his way to 
work, when he stopped at McDonald's restaurant loceted at 25323 Chiquella Lane in 
Stevenson Ranch. While Deputy Carter was inside the restaurant, his parked car was struck 
by another vehicle, driven by Ronald Teeman, in the parking lot. Following the collision, the 
parties talked and exchanged some type of information. When Mr. Teeman attempted to 
leave, Deputy Carter ordered him to remain. The resulting altercation ied to Mr. Teeman 
fleeing the scene in his vehicle and Deputy Carter firing several rounds al the fleeing parly, 
striking Mr. Teeman's car several times. 


The case file was received trom Santa Clarita Sheriff's Station and included the following: 


An Incident Report under file number 910-13715-0623-057 which included initial 
observations by Santa Clarita Unit 65 EM’s (Deputies Rooney and Elsee 

, collection of evidence (security video and information on Mr. Teeman), and 
statements made to them by Deputy Carter (Exhibit A). 
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Asupplemental report written by Santa Clarita Sheriff's Station Detective l 
AE which included his investigation, statements made by Deputy Cartor, a 
photographic line up, identification and interview of Mr. Teeman (Exhibit B). 


Asupplemental report written by Santa Clarita Sheriff's Station Deputy Elsee жш 
which included statements made by Deputy Carter (Exhibit C). 


A rere dil: written by Santa Clarita Sheriffs Station Detective Mike 


McPheeters 


and impounding it as evidence(Exhibit D). 


which included locating and photographing Mr. Teeman's car 


Digital recordings of interviews with Deputy Carter and Ronald Teeman. 


| reviewed the documents and obtained a copy of the McDonald's security video tapes from 
Santa Clarita Sheriff's Station Detective Bureau Lieutenant Stephen Low EGRE 


1 obtained a supplemental report from Gang Enforcement Team Deputy Boden 
which included his investigation and attempts to locate Mr. Teeman and statements made 
by (Exhibit E) . 


| viewed McDonald's video security tapes which recorded parts of the incident from three 
different vantage points. When combined the tapes show almost a complete record of the 
incident. | saw there were points where the recording stopped for short periods of time 


creating minor time gaps. | consulted with the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
Commercial Crimes Bureau - Technical Operations Detail who viewed the tape and believed 
that the McDonald’s security system appeared to be motion activated creating the gaps. The 


following is a time line utilizing the three different camera angles: 


—— LÀ 
TIME CAM 24 CAM 25 CAM 26 
(approxi- covers street entrance and covers street entrance and middle covers drive thru and upper 
mate) portion of parking lot section of parking loi parking lot 
22:10.45 | Mr. Teeman’s car enters Mr. Teemar's car enters 
McDonaid's parking lot. McDonaid's parking lot. 
22:11.15 | Mr. Teeman's car backs up | Mr. Teeman's car backs ир and 
and collides with Deputy collides with Deputy Carter's 
Carter’s parked car. parked car. _| 
22:11.17 | Mr. Teeman’s car pulls Mr. Teeman's car pulis forward 
forward and stops in parking | and stops in parking aisle. 
aiste. Deputy Carter's car Deputy Carter's car alarm 
alarm activates (flashing activates (flashing fights). 
ТМ). 
22:11.30 | Mr. Teeman's car travels Mr. Teeman’s car travels 
forward to upper parking lot. | forward to upper parking lot 
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22:11.50 


Deputy Carter exits 
McDonald's and walks into 
parking lot. 


Deputy Carter exits McDonald's 
and walks into parking lot. 


22:12.6 


Deputy Carter checks his car 
and then walks to upper parking 
lot. 


22:12.8 


Mr. Teeman parks his car 
in upper parking lot. 


22:12.16 


Deputy Carter walks to Mr. 
Teeman's parked car. 


Deputy Carter walks to 
Mr. Teemar's parked car. 


22:12.47 


Deputy Carter stands at 
driver's door of Mr. 
Teeman's car. Mr. 
Teeman exits his car. 


22.12.54 


Deputy Carter and Mr. 
Teeman appear to be 
taiking in the parking lot. 


22:13.1 


Мг. Teeman enters the 
driver's side of his car. 


22:13.10 


Deputy Carter walks from 
upper parking back 
toward his car 


22:13.20 


Deputy Carter walks from upper 
] parking lot and returns to his 
vehicle. 


22:13.57 


Deputy Carter enters his car, 
backs up and drives toward 
upper parking lot. 


22:14.10 


i 
Deputy Carter drives his 
car up next to Mr. 

Teeman's car and parks 


22:15.51 


Mr. Teeman and Deputy 
Carter appear to have a 
conversation next to the 
right rear tender of 
Deputy Сапег car. 


22:17.5 


Мг. Teeman walks back 
to his car and enters the 
driver's side door. 


==. 
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22:18.20 | Mr. Teeman and Deputy 
Carier walk to the left rear 
fender of Mr. Teeman's 
car and appear to have а 
conversation. 


Mr. Teeman backs his car 
out of the parking space 
with Deputy Carter 
standing at ihe driver's 
window. 


22:20.47 


22:20.50 | Mr. Tcemen backs his car 
out of the parking space 


22:20.58 White van enters McDonald's 
parking lot 
22:20.1 | Mr. Teeman’s car drives Mr. Teeman begins to 
ioward entrance to parking drive forward with Deputy 
lot with Deputy Carter at Carter moving along side 
driver's side window. After at the driver's side 
passing drive thru entrance, window. 


Deputy Carter stops and 
shoots at Mr. Teeman's 
fleeing car. 


Mr. Teeman's car drives toward 
entrance to parking lot with 
Deputy Carter at driver's side 
window. After passing drive thru 
entrance, Deputy Carter stops 
and shoots at Мг. Teeman's 
fleeing car. 


22:21.17 | Deputy Carter runs back to 
his car. 


On 08-25-10, at 0935 hours, Sergeant Tomboi жаш... | interviewed RONALD 
TEEMAN, MW/49, at his apartment in Santa Clarita. The interview was digitally audio 
recorded and the following is a summary. 


| explained to Mr. Teeman that we were from the Sheriff's Department Interna! Criminal 
Investigations Bureau (ICIB) and were looking into the actions of our personne! as it related 
to the officer involved shooting. i asked Mr. Teeman to explain what happened the day of 
the incident, starting with his actions that afternoon. 
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Mr. Teeman said he met and had lunch (chicken kabob) with a friend in Burbank, because he 
was trying to become a vendor to the Disney company. After lunch, he went back to his 
apartment and wrote letters and looked up information that he needed to send to his friend. 


Mr. Teeman said he had an oid roommate, И thathe wanted to reconnect with and 
possibly do some business (related to the Disney company). He knew that Мг. M гес 
to go to Los Toros Bar, located in Chatsworth. Mr. Teeman said he went to the bar hoping 
to meet with him. He said he arrived at the bar at approximately 2115 hours and it was a 
“good twenty minutes” before he saw Мг. During that time he had one or two beers. 
Mr. Teeman said маш not want to "have anything to do with him" so he left the bar. 
Mr. Teeman stated he was at the bar approximately 20 minutos. 


Later in the interview, Mr. Teeman said he did not have any alcoholic beverages before going 
to the bar and was not under tho influence of any drugs. 


Mr. Teeman said after leaving the bar, he wanted to get something to eat. He said he had not 
eaten since lunch, so he drove from the bar to the McDonald's. Mr. Teeman said he pulled 
into McDonald's parking lot and was going to use the drive thru, however, the line was too 
long. Mr. Teeman said between the time he left the drive thru line and when he parked, he 
bumped into another car (which he learned ata later time when Deputy Carter pointed out the 
paint transfer and damage to their respective vehicles). 


| asked Mr. Teeman how he exiled the drive thru. Mr. Teeman said he just veered off (as 
opposed to backing up). | asked Mr. Teeman if he remembered hitting a (Deputy Carter's) 
car. Mr. Teeman said he did not remember any collision. | asked if he remembered a car 
alarm going off and he said he did not. 


Investigators Note: The McDonalds' security video clearly showed Mr. Teemar's car 
backing up out of the drive thru line and colliding with Deputy Carters' vehicle. 


| asked Мг. Teeman after he hit Deputy Carter's car, did he (Mr. Teeman) park right next to 
Deputy Carter's car. Mr. Teeman said he wasn'tsure if he parked next to Deputy Carter's car 
or Deputy Carter parked his car nextto his. Mr. Teeman said he did not know if Deputy Carter 
was backing out of a parking spot in the parking lot or if he hit Deputy Carter's car while he 
was going through the drive thru because he did not feel the collision. 


Mr. Teeman explained that when he returned home that right (referring to after the shooting 
incident) he was so “keyed up" that he drank a bottle of wine to calm down. He said because 
of that, his recollection of the events was a little “foggy.” 


Recounting the incident, Mr. Teeman said after he parked in the McDonald's parking lot, а 
male black, Deputy Carter, approached him and told him he had hit his car. He said Deputy 
Carter showed him the paint transfer on hís (Mr. Teeman's) car. Mr. Carter described Deputy 
Carter as a black male, who was taller than him (511"), but could not provide any further 
description. 
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Mr. Teeman said he handed Deputy Carter his insurance information which he got from his 
wallet. He said Deputy Carter took his information but only stood there and didn't do anything 
with it. 


Mr. Teeman said Deputy Carter asked him if he had been drinking and said he was a "cop". 
Deputy Carter told Mr. Teeman he was going to call the police. Mr. Teeman said Depuly 
Carter moved his shirt and showed him his gun, which was in or attached to His waistband, 
but he never saw a badge or police identification. 


Later in the interview, Sergeant Tombol asked Mr. Teeman which side of the deputy's 
waistband was the gun located and asked for a description of the gun. Mr. Teeman said he 
did not remember, other than he thought the gun was in a holster. 


| asked Mr. Teeman if the deputy ever made any phone calls. Mr. Teeman said Deputy Carter 
said he was going to, but he never saw him make any calls. lasked Mr. Teeman who Deputy 
Carter said he as going to call. Mr. Teeman answered, “The police." He said Deputy Carter 
told him that before he said he was a cop and showed him his gun. 


Mr. Teeman said he “freaked” (upon seeing the gun) and jumped in his car and drove away. 
Mr. Teeman said he did not know if Deputy Carter was а cop or a gang member. Mr. Teeman 
said he had been a victim of a robbery, where a gun was pointed at his head, so he just 
wanted to get out of the situation. 


| asked Mr. Teeman if Deputy Carter said anything to him or ordered him not to leave as he 
(Mr. Teeman) got into his car. He said he did not remember. i asked Mr. Teeman if Deputy 
Cartertoid him to stop. Mr. Teeman said he did not remember Deputy Carter saying anything. 
Later in the interview, | asked Mr. Teeman if it was possible that the deputy told him to stay 
atthe location and he said it was. 


| asked Mr. Teeman if he said anything to Deputy Carter (while leaving the location) and he 
said he did not remember. Mr. Teeman said the only thing he remembered was seeing 
Deputy Carter in his rear view mirror. Mr. Teeman said he thought Deputy Carter was chasing 
after him. He said he heard some sounds but his radio was blaring and did not think anything 
of it. 


| asked Mr. Teeman if he called the police or tried to wave someone down for help. Mr. 
Teeman said, "For a fender bender?" 1 told Mr. Teeman that he told us that Deputy Carter 
had shown him a gun. Mr. Teeman said if Deputy Carter was a gang member, he would have 
only placed himself in jeopardy if he had tried to call the police. He said he just wanted to get 
home. 


Mr. Teeman said after he drove away from McDonald's, the tire on his car went flat. He said 
he thought that Deputy Carter might have shot at him, and was possibly chasing him. 


Later in the interview, Mr. Teeman said that when he drove away, he turned left out of the 
McDonaid's parking iot, made a right tum on to Lyons Avenue, and a left tum onto an 
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unknown street. He said when the tire on his car went flat, he tried to get as close to his 
apartment as possible before leaving his car and running home. He said he did not know 
where he left his car parked. | asked Mr. Teernan if he tried to contact the police when he got 
home. He said he did not. He said he was not sure if һе had been involved in a shooting 
incident. 


Investigator's Note: We saw that Mr. Teeman had no signs of injury and no complaint 
of injury or pain. 


| asked Мг. Teeman if he felt he was drunk during the incident. He said he was not. I told Mr. 
Teeman that his collision was captured on McDonald’ security video. | told him that he set off 
Deputy Carter's car alarm which he said he did not hear or see. | told Mr. Teeman that due 
to his inability to recall events, it appeared that he was impaired to some degree at the time 
of the incident. Mr. Teeman said he did not think he was impaired. 


| asked Mr. Teeman how long he thought he was at the location with the deputy from 
beginning to end. Mr. Teeman said he had no idea. 


1 asked Mr. Teeman if Deputy Carter said anything or did anything when he (Mr. Teeman) got 
back into his car. Mr. Teeman said, "Not that | know of.” | asked Mr. Teeman if Deputy 
Carter attempted to stop him. Mr. Teeman said, "Not that i know of." 


| asked Mr. Teeman if Deputy Carter attempted to grab or touch him. Mr. Teeman said 
Deputy Carter attempted to grab him before he got into his car but could not describe how 
Deputy Carter did it. 


| asked Mr. Teeman if once he was in the car, Deputy Carter attempted to stop him from 
leaving. Mr. Teeman said he had no idea. I asked Mr. Teeman if he remembered whether 
his windows were up or down. He said the windows were up. 1 asked if he was sure. Mr. 
Teeman said he had some doubt, and wasn't one hundred percent sure about anything 
because he drank a bottle of wine when he got home. 


| asked Мг. Teeman if he knew where Mr. Carter was located while he was driving away in 
his car, and he said he did not. | asked Mr. Teeman if Deputy Carter was beside his car as 
he drove away and he said it was possible, but he did not know. | asked if Deputy Carter said 
anything to him as he drove away and Mr. Teeman said he did not know. 


| asked Mr. Teernan if he remembered if Deputy Carter ever reached into his car or if he 
fought with him as he was driving away. He sald he did not. | asked Mr. Teeman if he 
remembered if the deputy tried to reach over and grab the gear shift or the keys to his car. 
He said he did not. | asked if those things could have happened and Mr. Teeman said it was 
possible. 


| asked Mr. Teeman if the deputy ever told him he was under arrest. Mr. Teeman said, "No, 
| don't think so, because then | would have been under arrest." 
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We concluded our interview with Mr. Teeman. 


We drove Mr. Teeman to Santa Clarita Station, per his request, and made arrangements to 
have his car released from impound. Мг. Teeman said he was also missing his driver's 
license. We contacted ro кеа who located Mr. Teeman's driver's license, and 
returned it to him. 


We asked Santa Clarita Sheriff's Station Law Enforcement Technician (LET) Julie Ibraham 
p check the station's calls or records for 08-20-10, between 2100 - 2200 hours for 
any recording or record of a cali for service to report a traffic collision and/or drunk driver at 
the McDonald's (located at 25323Chiquoella Lane in Stevenson Ranch). 


LET Ibrahan advised that Santa Clarita’s voice print system was not working 08-20-10, 
through 08-22-10, and no calls wore recorded. She seid there was no record of any calls at 
tho location for a 902N (traffic accident) or 502 (drunk driver) in the CAD (Computer Aided 
Dispatch) system. 


LET Ibraham also checked with California Highway Patrol operator 49143 regarding any 
possible calls for service regarding the above listed date, times and location and was told по 
calls were received. 


On 08-26-10, I contacted Deputy M om the Technical Operations Detail. He created 
a number of still photographs (Exhibit F) from the McDonald's digital security recordings and 
also combined the videos to show chronological chain of events. The following locations were 
also checked by Intemal Criminal Investigations Bureau Captain William Carey aum 
possible security video that may have captured any or all of the incident with the following 
results: 


Denny's Restaurant - 25341 Chiquelia Lane aT no cameras 
Tire World - 25340 Chiquella Lane, 661 2592004, ОИ по сатегаз 


Shell Gas Station - 25340 Chiquella Lane, WT WE iË] cameras only cover 
mini-mart area 


On 09-08-10, ICIB Sergeants Tombol И and Weber И interviewed mE 


at his residence (see supplemental report by Sergeant Tombol). 


| contacted Deputy Jeff Collins EN from Scientific Service Bureau and obtained his 
supplemental report (Exhibit G) regarding the crime scene investigation, photographs and 
sketch of the shooting location. Deputy Collins recovered 5 bullet casings ап located a bullet 
hole at 25340Chiquella Lane at the Tire World. 


Investigators Note: Tire World is located across the street from McDonald's 
restaurant. 


l 
i 
| 
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[ contacted Firearms Examiner, Phil Teramoto E DIM Scientific Service Bureau and 
obtained his supplemental reports (Exhibit H) regarding ihe field investigation and 
examination of Deputy Carter's firearm (EV/1). He observed that Mr. Teeman's car was struck 
with 4 rounds, with one bullet hole in the rear bumper, two bullet holes in the driver's side door 
and one bullet hole in the rear passenger tire. 


On 10-08-10, I contacted Deputy Carter's Attorney, Mitch Kander, regarding interviewing 
Deputy Carter. | later received an e-mail from Deputy Carter stating he declined to give any 
Statement on the advice of his attorney (Exhibit I). 


BY: SERGEANT WILLIAM CASSIDY, ou 
APPROVED BY: LIEUTENANT DONNA L. COPPLIN 30-14-2010 1439 HOURS “ 
INTERNAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS BUREAU 

LEADERSHIP AND TRAINING DIVISION 


COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT - INCIDENT REPORT 


DATE: MARCH 24, 2010 FILE NO.: 910-00043-2003-441 


C: ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY WEAPON - ACTION: INACTIVE / CASE CLOSED 
FIREARM - 245(a)(2) P.C. 
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DEPUTY SHERIFF 
SOUTH FACILITY 
CUSTODY OPERATIONS DIVISION 


The purpose of this supplemental report is to document that the Los Angeles County 
District Attorney's Office Justice System Integrity Division declined to initiate criminal 
proceedings against Deputy Carter. 


On November 2, 2011, the case was submitted to Assistant Head Deputy District 
Attorney John Moulin ofthe Justice System Integrity Division cf the Los Angeles County 
District Attorney's Office for filing consideration. 


On March 17, 2011, Justice System Integrity Division Deputy District Attorney Jason 
Lustig completed his review of the case and determined that their was insufficient 
evidence to prove the case beyond a reasonable doubt and declined to initiate criminal 
proceedirg against Deputy Cater (refer to attached Charge Evaluation Worksheet). 


Based on the above, the Internal Crimina! Investigation Bureau case was closed on 
March 24, 2011. Deputy Carter was a probationary employee at the time of this incident 
and his employment was terminated prior to this case disposition. Internal Criminal 
Investigations Bureau Sergeant William Cassidy briefed Internal Affairs Bureau Captain 
Joseph Gooden. The case was referred to Internal Affairs Bureau for administrative 
disposition under IAB 1V2272744. 
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The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District Attorney's 
Office has completed its examination of the allegations that former Los Angeles County 
Sheriff's Department (LASD) Deputy Desmond Carter, Serial ЖШ ое: the 
crimes of assault with a semiautomatic firearm and grossly negligent discharge of a 
firearm in violation of Penal Code sections 245(b) and 246.3.! For the reasons set forth 
below, this office declines to initiate criminal proceedings against Desmond Carter. 


The following analysis is based upon investigative reports, with attachments, which were 
prepared and submitted to this office by LASD Internal Criminal Investigations Burcau 
(ICIB) Sergeant William Cassidy. Compelled statements, if any exist, were not 
considered as part of this analysis. 


FACTUAL ANALYSIS 


On August 20, 2010, at approximately 10:10 p.m., Desmond Carter was off-duty at a 
McDonald's restaurant located at 25323 Chiquella Lane in the City of Stevenson Ranch. 
While waiting in line to buy food, Carter heard №15 car alarm activate. An unidentified 
female walked in and said that someone had crashed into a car in the parking lot. Carter 
went outside and saw that thc гсаг bumpcr of his car was damaged. Carter contacted the 
driver of the other car, Ronald Teeman, who had parked about 30 feet away. Carter 
questioned Teeman about the collision, but Teeman appeared to be unaware that he had 
collided into Carter’s car. Carter believed Teeman to be under the influence of drugs” 


Carter returned to his car and moved it next to Teeman’s. Teeman gave his insurance 
card to Carter who copied the information. Carter returned the card to Teeman who 
entered his car and began to drive away. Carter removed his service weapon from his 
fannypeck, identified himself as a deputy sheriff and told Teeman to stop. Teeman said, 
“Fuck you" and continued to back out of the parking spot. Carter reached through the 
drivez's window attempting to put the car in park or turn off the ignition. Teeman drove 
forward with Carter at the driver's side. Carter claimed that Teeman sped away with 
Carter hanging on the driver’s door, dragging him about 15 feet before Carter managed to 
disengage himself from the car. As Teeman drove out of the parking lot, Carter fired five 
rounds from his service weapon, striking the lower rear of the car four times. 


About 12 hours later, Sheriff's investigators contacted Teeman at his residence o 
in the City of Valencia. When Teemaa saw the investigators at his 

door, he said, “I was going to come see you. [ guess he really was a cop." Teeman told 

the investigators that on the prior evening he was involved in a car accident ata 

McDonald's and someone shot at him. He had just awakened and intended to look for 

his car. For 90 minutes, investigators drove with Teeman around the area in an 


1 Carter began his county service as a Safety Police Officer in June 2005. He transferred to the LASD in 
June 201€ and was on probation at the time of this incident. On September 4, 2010, Carter's employment 
with LASD was terminated as a result of this incident. 

2 Carter did not smell alcohol, but noted that Teeman’s train of thought did not appear to be normal. 
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unsuccessful attempt to find his car. Teeman accompanied the investigators to the Santa 
Clarita station where he was interviewed. 


At the time of the incident, Teeman drove to the drive-thru Jane of a McDonald’s to buy 
food. As Teeman veered out of the drive-thru lane to avoid the long line, his car 
apparently collided with another саг parked in the parking lot He began exchanging 
information with the owner of the other car, Carter, who told him he was a “сор” and 
displayed a gun. Carter accused him of drinking and told him he was going to call the 
police.’ Since Carter neither displayed a badge nor appezred to call the police, and since 
Teeman had been robbed previously at gunpoint, Teeman became frightened, entered his 
car and drove away. Teeman “freaked” because he did not know whether Carter was a 
law enforcement officer or a gang member. Carter tried to pull him out of his car, but 
Teeman was able to lock the door with the window closed and drive away. 


Teeman did not recall that Carter tried to grab the car keys or move the gear shifter, but 
conceded that it was possible. Teeman did not know where Carter was as he was driving 
away. As he drove away, Teeman heard possible gun shots, but he was uncertain at the 
time because his radio volume was turned high. Teeman's tire went flat, so he parked 
and ran home. Teeman drank some wine to calm his nerves and went to sleep.” He 
hoped to awake in the morning to learn that nothing actually happened. Не admitted that 
one of the reasons why he drove away was that he had had one beer at 9 p.m. at a bar 
while waiting for his friend NB Teeman was uncertain whether his blood 
alcohol level was over the legal limit. 


Several hours later, investigators located Teeman’s car in the City of Newhall, 
approximately one and a half miles from Teeman’s residence. There were deep scratches 
on the passenger side of the rear bumper matching the damage to Carter’s car. The 
passenger side rear tire was flat. There were four bullet holes in the rear area of the car in 
the: (1) rear bumper above the license plate; (2) driver's side rear bumper near the turn 
signal light; (3) driver's side rear quarter panel, under the gas filler cover; and (4) inner 
side wall of the rear passenger side tire. The three recovered bullets and bullet fragments 
matched Carter’s service weapon. Carter’s fifth shot struck the wall of a closed tire 
repait shop across the street from the McDonald’s. The hole in the tire shop wall was 
about two feet from the ground. 


3 The security video shows Tceman backing out of the drive-thru, not veering around it. Teeman did not 
recall colliding into Carter’s cer and did not know how it occurred. He also did not hear the alarm sound. 
Nevertheless, Teeman maintained that he was not under the influence of drugs or alcohol at the time of the 
incident. 
^ Investigators were unable to locate a record of any calls for assistance from Carter. 
$ In an interview with ICIB investigators four days later, Teeman blamed his “foggy” recollection of the 
event on the wine he drank when he came home. 

oid investigators that Teeman was his | M friend for several years until about a 
year and a half ago. On the evening of the incident, at 9:00 p.m., met Teeman by chance at a local 
bar. ШИ baving previously seen Teeman under the influence of alcohol, described Teeman on this 
occasion to be “hammered.” Teeman was hostile toward | saving “You’re gonna pay for how you 
treated me.” 
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MeDonald’s Security Video 


Several sccurity cameras from the McDonald's captured portions of this incident. The 
video shows Teeman’s car bumping into Carter’s car апа activating its flashing hazard 
lights. Teeman parks several spaces away. Carter makes contact with Teeman and then 
moves his car next to Teeman’s. After some time, Teeman backs up with Carter at his 
driver’s window and then drives forward with Carter along side the driver’s window 
toward the parking lot exit. Carter is bent at the waist with his hands extended forward in 
a shooting stance while Teeman’s car is about 20 feet away exiting the parking lot. The 
video was taken from the passenger side of Teeman’s car so it did not capture any 
activities on the driver’s side. 


Factual Conclusions 


The investigation reveals that Teeman was driving while highly intoxicated when he 
collided into Carter’s car. B Teeman’s estranged friend, described Teeman to be 
“hammered” about an hour before this incident. Carter described Teeman as being under 
the influence of drugs and displaying an abnormal train of thought. Teeman admitted 
that he was unaware that he had collided into Carter’s car and, after intense questioning, 
that he left the scene because he was concerned he might be arrested for driving under the 
influence. Even with the assistance of investigators, Teeman was unable to locate the car 
he parked the night before. Therefore, when Teeman re-entered his car and began to 
drive away he became a danger to other drivers and pedestrians on the road. 


There was no evidence that Carter was physically injured and his clothing was not 
damaged. Teeman said that Carter did not reach inside of his car. However, Teeman’s 
recollection of the events was weak and he left open the possibility that Carter’s version 
was true. The security video did not capture what transpired on the driver’s side of 
Teeman’s car. Investigators were unable to locate any other witnesses. At trial, Carter 
would te free to present his version of events mostly uncontradicted. As a result, for the 
purpose of this analysis, it wil! be assumed that there is evidence that Carter was dragged 
by Teeman’s car. 


LEGAL ANALYSIS 
Assault with a Firearm 


Penal Code section 245(b) provides “Any person who commits an assault upon the 
person of another with a semiautomatic firearm shall be punished by imprisonment in the 
state prison ... > Penal Code section 240 defines “assault” as “an unlawful attempt . . . to 
commit a violent injury on the person of another.” 


Carter was trying to have Teeman remain at the scene to await the arrival of law 
enforcement for a driving under the influence investigation. Carter did not exhibit 
hostility or aggression toward Teeman until he tried to drive away. When Teeman began 
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to drive away, Carter had every reason to believe that Teeman was under the influence of 
an unknown substance and posed a danger to others on the road. In firing his service 
weapon at Teeman's car, it appears that Carter was intentionally shooting at the lower 
portion of Teeman’s car to flatten the tires, which is exactly what happened. Four of 
Carter's shots hit the lower portion of Teeman’s car, including one that hita tire. The 
fifth shot hit the lower portion of the tire shop wall. Since the crime of assauit requires 
the intent to injure another person, as opposed to car tires, there is insufficient evidence to 
prove an assault with a firearm beyond a reasonabie doubt. 


Grossly Negligent Discharge of Firearm 


To prove the crime of negligent discharge of a firearm, California Criminal Jury 
Instructions (CALCRIM) No. 970 requires the People to establish that: 


The defendant willfully shot a firearm; 

The defendant did the shooting with gross negligence; 

The shooting could have resulted in the injury or death of a person; апа 
The defendant did not act in self-defense or in defense of someone else. 


Soo RES 


Law enforcement officers are obligated to take action to protect the public by 
apprehending criminals. In Brown v. Ransweiler, (2009) 171 Cal.App.4th 516, 527, the 
Court of Appeal held: 


An officer “‘may use reasonable force to make an arrest, prevent escape or 
overcome resistance, and need not desist in the face of resistance." (Munoz v. 
City of Union City (2004) 120 Cal. App.4th 1077, 1102 [16 Cal. Rptr. 3d 521] 
(Munoz), citing Pen. Code, § 835a.) “Unlike private citizens, police officers act 
under color of law to protect the public interest. They are charged with acting 
affirmatively and using force as part of their duties, because "the right to make an 
arrest or investigatory stop necessarily carries with it the right to use some degree 
of physical coercion or threat thereof to effect it.” [Citation.]’” (Munoz, supra. 


120 Cal.App.4th at p. 1109.) 


In Graham v. Conner (1989) 490 U.S. 386, 396-397, the Court held that use of force 
cases are to be reviewed using an objective standard of the reasonable officer: 


“The ‘reasonableness’ of a particular use of force must be judged from the 
perspective of a reasonable officer on the scene, rather than with the 20/20 vision 
of hindsight. [Citation.] ... With respect to a claim of excessive force, the same 
standard of reasonableness at the moment applies: ‘Not every push or shove, 
even if it may later seem unnecessary in the peace of a judge's chambers,’ 
[citation] violates the Fourth Amendment. The caiculus of reasonableness must 
embody allowance for the fact that police officers are often forced to make split- 
second judgments -- in circumstances that are tense, uncertain, and rapidly 
evolving -- about the amount of force that is necessary in a particular situation.” 
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In protecting himself or another, a person may use all force which he believes reasonably 
necessary and which would appear to a reasonable person, in the same or similar 
circumstances, to be necessary to prevent the injury which appears to be imminent. 
(California Criminal Jury Instructions 3470.) Tf the person's beliefs were reasonable, the 
danger does not need to have existed. Id. 


A peace officer is entitled to use deadly force to capture a dangerous person who has 
committed a felony. A dangerous person is defined as one who (a) poses a significant 
threat of death or serious bodily injury to the person attempting the apprehension or 
others, or (b) has committed a forcible and atrocious felony. People v. Ceballos (1974) 
12 Cal.3d 470. A forcible and atrocious felony is one that by its nature and manner of its 
commission reasonably creates a fear of death or great bodily injury. CALCRIM 505 
(bench notes). 


A police officer may use deadly force to apprehend a suspect “where the officer has 
probable cause to believe that the suspect poses a threat of serious physical harm, either 
to the officer or others .... Thus, if the suspect threatens the officer with a weapon or 
there is probable cause to believe that he has committed a crime involving the infliction 
or threatened infliction of serious physical harm, deadly force may be used if necessary to 
prevent escape ... .” Tennessee v. Garner (1985) 471 U.S. 1, 11. 


When Carter exited the McDonald’s and initially contacted Teeman, he was acting as a 
private citizen. However, once he realized that Teeman was intoxicated and involved in a 
traffic accident, Carter entered his role as a law enforcement officer. He identified 
himself as a deputy, displayed his service weapon and ordered Teeman to await the 
police. When Teeman began to leave, Carter was entitled to use reasonable force to 
prevent his escape and overcome his resistance. In trying to pull Teeman from the car 
and tum off the ignition, Carter was using reasonable force to prevent an impaired driver 
from endangering others. 


In driving away with Carter caught over the driver’s door, Teeman had arguably 
committed a felonious assault on Carter and confirmed that he was willing to cause great 
bodily harm to evade arrest. As Teeman continued to drive out of the parking lot, he 
became a danger to others on the highway. As a peace officer, Carter was obligated to 
act in the public’s interest. Teeman had committed a forcible felony and demonstrated 
that he was а dangerous person posing a threat of injury to others. Whether or not, under 
the circumstances, firing his service weapon to disable Teeman’s car exacerbated the 
danger, it appears that Teeman was doing so in defense of the public. In any event, it 
cannot be proven beyond a reasonable doubt that Carter was по! acting “in defense of 
someone else” when he discharged his weapon at Teeman’s car. As a result, the crime of 
grossly negligent discharge of a firearm cannot be established. 


Based upon the evidence examined, we decline to initiate criminal proceedings against 
Desmond Carter. We are closing our file and will take no further action in this matter. 


